SAMPLE ITEM FOR PRINT OR ELECTRONIC NEWSLETTERS

Put First Nations children first: Get involved in our campaign 

The [name of your organization] is encouraging its members to get involved in a national advocacy campaign to encourage provincial/territorial governments to adopt a child-first principle to resolving jurisdictional disputes involving the care of First Nations children. In December 2007, members of Parliament voted unanimously in support of a private member’s bill to adopt Jordan’s Principle. Continued advocacy is needed to ensure that the federal government works with provinces and territories to put Jordan’s Principle into practice.  

Under “Jordan’s Principle,” children would no longer face delays or disruptions in essential medical and health services while governments argue over who will pay the bill. A recent research report indicates that jurisdictional disputes involving the costs of caring for First Nations children are common, with nearly 400 occurring in 12 sample First Nations child and family service agencies this past year alone. 

Jordan’s Principle honours a young First Nations child from Norway House Cree Nation, Man., who was born with complex medical needs and languished in hospital for two years while the federal and provincial governments argued over who would pay for his at-home care. Jordan died in hospital, having never spent a day in a family home.

Letters to provincial/territorial ministers of health are among the simple steps that will help build a groundswell of support for Jordan’s Principle. To find out what you can do to help, visit www.manyhandsonedream.ca and follow the links to “Advocacy: Jordan’s Principle.”

