TEMPLATE LETTER FOR ADVOCACY ON JORDAN’S PRINCIPLE
MONTH XX, 2007

The Hon. XXXX

Address

City, P/T

Dear  ……..: 

I am writing on behalf of [name of your organization or you may want to  identify yourself as a First Nations, Inuit or Métis person] to ask you to immediately adopt a child-first principle to resolving jurisdictional disputes involving the care of First Nations children. 

As you know, First Nations children are eligible for provincial/territorial health care like all Canadian children, as well as some non-insured health benefits from the federal government. Yet a recent research report indicates that jurisdictional disputes involving the costs of caring for First Nations children are very prevalent, with 393 occurring in 12 sample First Nations child and family service agencies this past year alone.
 The vast majority of these disputes were between two federal government departments or between the federal government and the provincial/territorial government, arising when the two parties could not agree on who should pay for certain services for First Nations people.

Under Jordan’s Principle, where a jurisdictional dispute arises between two government parties (provincial/territorial or federal) or between two departments or ministries of the same government, regarding payment for services for a Status Indian child that are otherwise available to other Canadian children, the government or ministry/department of first contact must pay for the services without delay or disruption. The paying government party can then refer the matter to jurisdictional dispute mechanisms. In this way, the needs of the child get met first while still allowing for the jurisdictional dispute to be resolved.

The principle honours Jordan, a young First Nations child born with complex medical needs. The services he required were not available in his home reserve, so a decision was made to place him in foster care far from his home. Despite being medically fit to go to this foster home, Jordan never made it there.  He died in hospital while two government parties argued over who would pay the bill for things as trivial as a showerhead.  Clearly the child did not come first in this sad but true story.

The urgent need for Jordan’s Principle is unfolding in Jordan’s home community of Norway House Cree Nation, Manitoba, where 37 profoundly disabled children are currently at risk of losing physician-recommended services such as occupational and speech therapy. Although provincial and federal governments should be covering the costs, they are arguing over jurisdiction. Norway House Cree Nation has stepped in to use limited community funding to ensure the children receive the services. But the community can’t be certain how long it can afford to foot the bill for the provincial and federal governments. 

[An opportunity to mention something about your organization, and why you support Jordan’s Principle. If your organization has expressed formal support for Jordan’s Principle, such as through a resolution or motion, you can mention that here.]
We urge you to implement Jordan’s Principle without delay, so that no other First Nations child suffers as Jordan did.

Sincerely,

[name and title of appropriate person within your organization]
� First Nations Child and Family Caring Society of Canada (2005). Wen:De: We are Coming to the Light of Day. Available at � HYPERLINK "http://www.fncfcs.com/docs/WendeReport.pdf" ��http://www.fncfcs.com/docs/WendeReport.pdf�. 





